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Marine veterans gather to honor military
'‘icon’

By MIKE DANNA
Special to The Advocate

Advocate staff photo by Chris
Preovolos

Dallas'E.T.' Montet, right, a
member of the Acadiana Detachment
of theMarine CorpsLeague, talksto
MarineMaj. Gen. R.G. Richard at an
unveiling ceremony Sunday for a
statue of Lt. Gen. John Archer
Leeune.

|-Veterans Day activities |

NEW ROADS —When Hillar Moore Jr. landed on theidand of lwo Jmaon
Feb. 20, 1945, he wasn't thinking much about the man whose military tactics
helped craft the largest Marine invasion force in history.

As part of a 155 mm howitzer battalion of the U.S. Marine Corps 2nd
Divison, hisjob wasto provide artillery covering fire for his advancing
comrades, dl part of the 110,000-man Marine fighting force.

On Sunday, Moore, from Baton Rouge, again was present to lend ahelping
hand to hisfdlow Marines. He and 300 military veterans, dignitaries and
others turned out for the unveiling of a bronze satue dedicated to Marine Lt.
Gen. John Archer Lgeune.

Leeune, a Pointe Coupee native, is heralded as the man who single-handedly
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saved the Marine Corps after World War | and who was responsible for
many of the tactics pioneered by the service. Camp Lgeune, the premier
Marine training center in North Carolina, bears his name.

"He put the Marine Corps in amode for combat,” Moore said. "He gave the
Marines focus and purpose, particularly where large-scae combat missons
were concerned.”

Moore was among about 30 Marine veterans dressed in red blazers, dl
members of the Marine Corps League, a brotherhood aso formed by
Legeune.

The men, representing conflicts from World War 11, Korea and Vietnam,
stood at attention with active reserve Marines from Baton Rouge's 323
Weapons Company.

A Marine band played in light rain asthe red drape fell from the life-gze Satue
of Lgeunein front of the Pointe Coupee Parish Courthouse. Camp Leeune
Commanding Gen. R.G. Richard and Patrick Taylor, the man responsible for
the dedication project, pulled the drape to end the 20-minute ceremony.

"Hewas agreat man, anicon,” Richard told the crowd, some standing under
umbrellas and nearby store fronts to take cover from therain.

Taylor said his spearheading the statue project to honor Lgeuneis an effort to
"repay my debt to the Marine Corps.”

A former Marine, Taylor, who owns Taylor Energy Co. in New Orleans,
commissioned the life-sized bronze statue created by artist Petrick Miller.

Legeune served as the 13th commandant of the Marine Corps. Bornin
Batchelor in 1867, he pioneered many of the tactics and combat Strategies
used by the Marinestoday. He died in 1942, just as the Marines were putting
into action the plans and programs he had developed to defeat the Japanese in
the Pacific.

James P. Glennon, Legeune's 82-year-old grandson, attended the ceremony.
Himsdlf aretired Marine Corps colond, Glennon said he dways loved and
respected his grandfather but never felt pressured to enligt.

"He never asked meto join the Marines," Glennon said after the ceremony. "l
just had his example.”

Top of page

20f 3 11/18/2002 2:12 PM



Marine veterans gather to honor military 'icon’ http://br.theadvocate.com/news/story.asp?storyid=17359

SITE INDEX
HOME: About Us| Archives | Help | Search | Site Map | Subscribe

NEWS: AP Wire | Elections | Health news | Legislature | Police Briefs | Religion |
School News | Science | Smiley

SUBURBAN Acadiana | Baker, Zachary, Felicianas | Florida parishes |
NEWS: River parishes | Westside

WEATHER: Current Weather

SPORTS: ECHL hockey | High school sports | LSU sports | Outdoors |
New Orleans Saints | SEC FanaticZone | Southern University |
Team Schedules

PEOPLE: Obituaries| Food | Teen Stuff

LEISURE: Movies | Television | Music | Books | Comics | Horoscopes | Crossword |
Wordsearch | Travel | Personals

BUSINESS: Briefs| Technobabble | Motley Fool

OPINION: Inside Report | Joan McKinney | Milford Fryer | Our Views | Perspective |
Political Horizons

ADVERTISING: Advertise with Us | ADvocate ADvantages | Apartment Directory | Classifieds |
Display (Graphical) Ads | Employment Classifieds | La Job Market |
Marketplace | Real Estate Classifieds | Wheels (Automotive) Section | Yellow
Pages

SPECIAL Millennium | Vacation | Weddings |
SECTIONS: World Wide Wanderers | Other Special Sections

Copyright © 1995-2002, The Advocate, Capital City Press, All Rights Reserved.
Comments about our site, write: comments@theadvocate.com
Advertise with us
For information about newspaper jobs @ The Advocate - click here

Help find
missing
children in
Louisiana.

CLICK HERE

30of3 11/18/2002 2:12 PM



